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Communications deliverables 
During 2020, our work was featured in the following mass media: 
Media outreach 
• An underground wood wide web for environmental health and productive 
landscapes 
An interdisciplinary research team reports on how an underground network of tiny 
mycorrhizal fungi provides valuable ecosystem services. 
• GANSO: When the development of good practices and sustainable technologies 
reaches consumers 
Grupo Éxito opened a new  supermarket in Bogotá, Carulla FreshMarket 140, a 
commitment to inclusion, sustainability, innovation, and the shopping experience. 
There, consumers will be able to find products from cattle ranches that are committed 
to sustainability, with the support of GANSO, (the Spanish acronym for Sustainable 
Livestock), a technical and financial assistance center seeking to support and 
professionalize livestock farming in the country. GANSO is led by Climate Focus and the 
Alliance of Bioversity International and CIAT. 
• Latin America's livestock sector needs emissions reduction to meet 2030 targets 
Reducing livestock's carbon footprint in Latin America is necessary if countries in the 
region are to meet emission-reduction goals under the Paris Agreement, researchers 
argue in a new analysis published May 14 in Frontiers in Sustainable Food Systems. The 
study, called "Ambition meets reality: achieving GHG emission reductions targets in the 
livestock sector of Latin America," found that the emission reduction targets set by 
Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Mexico, Peru and Uruguay may not be met 
without wider adoption of emissions-reduction techniques in the livestock sector. 
Additional resource: https://mundoagropecuario.com/el-sector-ganadero-de-america-
latina-necesita-reduccion-de-emisiones-para-cumplir-con-los-objetivos-de-2030/ 
• From research to practice on Sustainable Livestock 
The twenty-first version of the International Forum seeks to provide tools to Colombian 
farmers to achieve a holistic management of their livestock. (In Spanish). 
• CLIFF-grads 2020 science collaboration series – final session on international 
research collaborations 
On 28 October 2020, the GRA and CCAFS successfully hosted the final webinar of the 
2020 CLIFF-GRADS Science Collaboration Series. The final session was an open forum 
for discussion on potential research collaborations between CLIFF-GRADS Alumni and 
among wider networks. The session included a recap of all previous webinars in the 
2020 Science Collaboration Series and information for CLIFF-GRADS Alumni on how to 
stay involved in the programme. 
• "Colombia has achieved a cumulative reduction of 30.9 million tons of CO2" 
Fact-check to the intervention of the Colombian president, Iván Duque, before the 75th 
UN General Assembly. In order to have an endorsement on how correct the process we 
did was, we turned to Jacobo Arango, researcher at the Tropical Agriculture Research 
Center (In Spanish). 
• The Latin American livestock sector needs to reduce its emissions to comply with 
the Paris Agreement 
According to a study recently published in the journal 'Frontiers', it is necessary to 
reduce the carbon footprint of livestock in Latin America for countries to meet the 
emission reduction targets set in the Paris Agreement (In Spanish). 
• “What's fart” with cow burps? Mitigation of methane gas emissions in livestock 
Reducing methane emissions from cows, sheep and goats on ranches and stables in the 
country's livestock regions is easy to reduce. In the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine and 
Zootechnics of the Universidad Autónoma de Yucatán it has been investigated that the 
feeding of cattle with gourd or mouse-killing foliage, or parota or carob pods, or with 
the fruits of the ramón Methane emissions can be reduced by up to 30%. 
  
Participation in events 
• Importance of livestock products in the food security of Latin American peoples 
Presentation prepared for the 12th International Congress on Higher Education. La Habana, 
(Cuba), February 10-14, 2020. (in Spanish). 
A positive side-effect of the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic was the increase of online events, such as 
webinars, talks and e-trainings. This was an opportunity to besides sharing knowledge, feature 
our work to a wider number of audiences, from decision makers, academics, scientists, NGOs, 
development practitioners, extensionists, and farmers. Below are the main ones in which we 
participate: 
• LiveOnYara: Visions of sustainability in livestock grazing 
The discussion organized by YARA addressed 
issues such as the challenges facing livestock 
production in Colombia, and how institutions 
are preparing to adapt to climate change and 
globalization. In response to the low efficiency 
and resilience of livestock systems, The efforts 
of the Alliance to reduce the environmental 
footprint and improve productivity through the 
use of improved fodder, influence public 
policies, value chains with a socioeconomic approach, and technology transfer to enable 
the sustainable intensification of meat and milk production systems, and thus improve the 
living conditions of livestock farmers, were socialized. 
• XI International Livestock Forum - Silvopastoral Systems  
The central theme of this forum was 
silvopastoral systems based on improved 
forages as a strategy to mitigate greenhouse 
gas emissions to combat climate change. It was 
socialized how well-managed tropical forages 
can help intensify production in a smaller area 
(sustainable intensification), the importance of 
forage legumes in increasing productivity and 
reducing methane emissions, the BNI potential 
of some forage species that directly increase the efficient use of nitrogen, implementation 
of more productive pastures through proper management can improve income and reduce 
nitrous oxide emissions. 
  
• Virtual seminar series on Sustainable Beef and Dairy: GHG module 
The purpose of his participation was to 
socialize the research on tropical forages to 
mitigate greenhouse gas emissions and 
combat climate change. Starting from the bank 
of genetic resources, selection and 
maintenance of forages, main findings in 
studies of silvopastoral systems, animal weight 
gain, N fixation by leguminous plants to the 
soil, biological inhibition of nitrification, 
reduction in the emission of greenhouse gases and sustainable intensification of livestock 
systems. 
• Sustainable Livestock Landscapes in Latin America and the Caribbean: Launching a 
series of dialogues. 
Presentation of The Two Degrees Initiative for 
Food and Agriculture, in the inception of a 
series of dialogs on sustainable livestock 
landscapes in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Strategies were proposed to 
transform food systems to make them resilient 
to climate change, increase producer incomes 
and reduce poverty. 
  
 
